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Investing in US Real Estate:  The Top 10 Myths Unveiled 

If you have ever considered investing in real estate at any time in your life, you have probably 

had some concerns or doubts.  It’s only natural – real estate has been promoted as an 

opportunity reserved for millionaires – and billionaires! – and regular people like us often feel 

like there is too much you have to know to even begin investing in real estate. 

When you add to that the idea of purchasing and selling properties in another country, you can 

be excused for wondering if you have what it takes to invest successfully! Fortunately, I’m here 

to tell you that not only can you do it, you can do it with ease because I will take care of the 

heavy lifting for you.  I’ve got the experience, knowledge and resources to train you properly, 

show you what to do (and what not to do!), and help you with the trickier parts of creating 

Wealth in US Real Estate. 

But before we even begin our journey, I’d like to expose the top 10 myths you may have heard 

about investing in US real estate.  When you’re at a social gathering, these are the things you 

might overhear, and they’re usually spoken by people who have never invested a dime in 

anything, let alone real estate in the US!  These are what the naysayers say, and I’ll reveal the 

truth about each of these myths so you can make an informed decision about your own 

financial future. 

Let’s start out with the most common myth about Investing in US Real Estate: 

 

Myth #1:  United States taxes make it impossible for Canadians to invest 

successfully. 

Here’s the truth:   Everyone associates the US with high taxes, and you may have thought that 

investing in America’s real estate would leave you owing big bucks to the US Government.  

However, as a rule, nonresidents of the US are allowed to exempt US$60,000 of their US 

assets from estate tax or US$120,000 for married couples.   

In fact, under the US/Canada Tax Treaty, Canadians are allowed a pro-rata amount of US 

resident exemption, which is currently US$5,340,000 (2014).  As I’ve seen time and time again, 

in many cases, this pro-rata amount is sufficient to exempt a second investment home from 

estate tax. 

In my classes, I go over all of the tax questions to make sure everyone understands how they 

can make the system work without creating a huge tax liability.  The bottom line:  US taxes do 

not make it impossible for Canadians to invest in US real estate. 

 

 



Myth #2:  I won’t be able to find the right property in the United States. 

Here’s the truth:   You hear this one most often from people who either have never traveled or 

would never travel , but it is believed by people who want to shut down their real estate 

success before they get started.  The United States is big, they argue, and how can I, as a 

Canadian, find a property that will make me money? 

Well, putting aside the fact that Canada is larger than the US to begin with, we live in a time 

where information is no longer limited by geography.  Some of the most successful investors 

these days never have to leave their homes to find optimal properties, thanks to all of the 

helpful information to be found on the Internet. 

From local real estate websites to Canadian companies that find the homes for you, Internet 
research can give you a handle on properties and prices.  You may already know that Canada’s 
most popular snowbird states are Florida, Arizona, California, Hawaii and Texas, but the 
Internet will reveal opportunities for you in all 50 states! 

And perhaps the best part of using the Internet to narrow down your investment opportunities 
is the follow-up:  you can use your vacation time to check out properties in person if you’d like!  
(This is an especially good idea in those snowbird states mentioned above…).  If you’re thinking 
about combining your real estate investment with a second (or third!) home opportunity, this is 
a great way to find a vacation spot that meets your needs.  

You’ll find out more about how to narrow down your search for US properties in my training, 

but no matter what – you will be able to find the right property in the United States. 

 

Myth #3:  I can’t afford to invest in US real estate. 

Here’s the truth:   This is the time when I should say, “You can’t afford not to invest in US real 

estate!” – and I can back up my enthusiasm with a few facts.  In recent years, with the US dollar 

and the Canadian dollar near parity, depressed US real estate values and a relatively strong 

Canadian economy have made it much easier for us to invest with less risk.  That’s why so many 

Canadians recently have looked to the US for purchasing their winter get-aways. 

Of course the big benefit of learning from me is my strong knowledge of funding options, and I 
can open your eyes to financial options for investing in the US that you may have never 
considered.  For example, there are home equity lines of credit (HELOCs), ways to get lines of 
credit from Canadian banks, and even ways to get a mortgage with an American bank with a 
Canadian counterpart.   

I’ll reveal even more ways for you to fund your US real estate investments in my classes 
(including a few I only make available to my students!).  The fact is, whenever there is an 
opportunity to make money, there is money available to invest, and I can show you how you 
can afford to invest in US real estate. 



 

Myth #4:  I have to move to the US – or live there – in order to invest in US real 

estate. 

Here’s the truth:   It’s funny, but I hear this one a lot.  “I don’t want to live in America, so I don’t 

want any real estate there!”  Obviously, we have the best country, so I understand the 

sentiment, but as a Canadian, I want to enjoy the best life I can, and investing in US real estate 

helps me live a more satisfying, more successful, and more stress free life. 

While many Canadians invest in US real estate to secure a vacation home in a sunny, warm 

climate, it is not a prerequisite that you live in any property in which you choose to invest.  

There may be fringe benefits to spending some of your vacation time in an investment property 

(besides the weather), but wealth generation comes from the successful purchasing and selling 

of real estate (or by creating rental income) – and this is what I cover in my Wealth in US Real 

Estate classes.  

There are some rules you’ll need to follow if you are thinking about spending some time at your 

new property – especially if you’re planning on spending more than 4 months in the US – but 

don’t worry, I’ll give you all of the information you’ll need.  One thing is clear:  you don’t have 

to move to the US or live there to become a successful real estate investor in US properties. 

 

Myth #5:  I need to form a corporation – or set up a trust – to invest in US 

properties. 

Here’s the truth:   While setting up a Canadian corporation or forming a trust might be good 
options for some investors in US properties, they may not be necessary at all for you.  In reality, 
there are several different ownership options: you could own your US property personally, as a 
trust, as a limited liability company, or a limited partnership. While these options can confuse 
investors, simpler is usually better. 

As I discussed in Myth #1, many people think they will be subject to US estate taxes when they 
die.  However, the current exemption for Canadians is $5.34-million, and so unless your 
worldwide estate is more than that at the time of your death (or $10.68-million as a married 
couple), you won’t be required to pay US estate taxes. 

For most Canadian investors, there is no need to form any corporation or set up a trust, but all 
of these options will be discussed at my classes.  What’s best for you will be addressed, and you 
can determine what options will create the most wealth for you!  Simply put, you do not have 
to form a corporation or set up a trust to invest in US properties – but you may want to! 

 



 

Myth #6:  I have enough insurance. 

Here’s the truth:   Insurance is a personal matter, of course, but there are specific kinds of 
insurance that are beneficial to investors.  As you begin to invest in US real estate, you may find 
that you need kinds of insurance you do not currently own. 

If you are planning on retiring and residing in your investment property, you will want to make 
sure you have adequate medical insurance, for example. 

One type of insurance that is often overlooked by investors is travel insurance, which is offered 
to insure travelers whose provincial insurance does not follow them into the States.  This kind 
of supplementary insurance can be critical if you require assistance or especially medical 
attention while in a foreign country. 

In general, “enough insurance” is a difficult quantity to pin down – and it varies for every 
person.  In every case, you should always discuss your insurance options with your spouse, your 
family, and your insurance agents.  In general, I think you can never have enough insurance – if 
only to remove worries from your life as you engage in what should be a fun, exciting and 
profitable new venture! 

 

Myth #7:  Real estate is too risky. 

Here’s the truth:   Actually, this isn’t a myth – at least not for most people!  For uneducated 
investors, or people who don’t do their homework, or property owners who rely on their 
emotions to help them make decisions, investing in real estate can be incredibly risky. 

But… (and you knew there would be a “but,” right?)  Life is risky.  Sometimes, and in some 
places, life can be extremely risky.  The way to reduce all risk, though, is through knowledge.  
Everything we learn helps us avoid some kind of risk.  When you were a child, you learned to 
look for cars before crossing the street, and so far you’ve avoided being hit by one (I hope!).  
When you were in school you learned the arithmetic that insures you will not be taken 
advantage of by shopkeepers and car salesmen (again, hopefully!).  Today you stand on a new 
precipice, and you may feel that investing in US real estate seems unbelievably risky.  But I’m 
here to take your hand and lead you down the right path. 

I took a risk just like you when I became an investor, and I made some good decisions – and 
some not-so-good ones, as well.  Because I am an educator, I will explain all that I have learned 
and help you avoid the problems that bring down amateurs.  I will help you remove the risk 
from your investment strategy, and allow you to open up a new world of successful opportunity 
as you discover your own Wealth in US Real Estate. 



If you find you are too afraid of risk, then you should probably walk away from this opportunity.  
But remember the old saying:  “Nothing ventured, nothing gained.”  I promise to work with you 
to make you feel that real estate is not too risky. 

 

Myth #8:  I’ve heard that the US real estate market is recovering.  Doesn’t that 

mean there is less opportunity to succeed? 

Here’s the truth:   The fact is, in every investment made every day, someone is making money.  
Keep that fact in mind, always, because usually someone is losing money, too, and you want to 
make sure you’re in the right place! 

When most people think about making “quick cash” in real estate, they usually are envisioning 
buying dirt-cheap (highly undesirable) distressed properties – and there may, indeed, be less of 
these kinds of properties available in the US today.  By the way, there are still thousands and 
thousands of them, if this is what you want to use to make your real estate money.  But this is 
far from the only way to succeed, and it’s my job to make sure you understand all of the 
options available to you. 

Real estate varies greatly by locale, and what may be true for one area is almost certainly not 
true for another.  Just like property in say, Beverly Hills, California, will cost a bit more than 
property in Wheeling, West Virginia, the opportunities to make profit from these locations will 
also vary.  This is all a long-winded way of saying that not every area of the US is seeing a spike 
in real estate prices… yet. 

We will discuss all of the options you have available to you when you attend my training, but 
the short response to this myth is no – there are many, many opportunities for you to succeed 
by investing in US real estate, and I will share all of them with you. 

 

Myth #9:  We’re at the beginning of another “housing bubble.” 

Here’s the truth:   I love it when Canada shows the way, and the response to this myth can be 
seen in our own recent history.  All of the experts were saying that Toronto was due for a 
housing crash – after what appeared to be a bubble – and what was the result?  Nothing.  No 
crash – in fact, Canada completely sidestepped this so-called bubble and began what may even 
be the beginning of a new boom phase. 

The same factors are in play in the US.  Historical housing cycles show that we should see 
another 7 to 15 year growth cycle after the US begins its boom phase, and the fact is that all US 
housing markets have not made it back to even pre-boom levels.  The only expert you need to 



listen to on this matter is the one who says that the chances of a bubble anytime soon are slim 
to none, which means there is great opportunity for those who begin investing now. 

If you spend enough time in the real estate business, you’ll quickly learn that every day you can 
find experts saying positive and negative things about the current market.  It just doesn’t 
matter.  Every time you buy, and every time you sell, you have a chance to make money – and if 
you’re well-educated about investing in US properties, you should make more money than 
most people every time. 

We do not have to worry about a housing bubble happening now, and it is a great time to 
invest for future rewards. 

 

Myth #10:  If I invest in US real estate, I’m on my own. 

Here’s the truth:   Chances are, you may not have any friends or colleagues who have invested 
in US real estate – although if you ask enough people, you will undoubtedly find someone who 
owns a home at the New Jersey shore, or someone whose family rents out their Florida winter 
home during the summer. 

However, among your friends and relations, you almost certainly do not have any US real estate 
“experts” to give you advice.  And that’s a good thing.  In my experience as a real estate 
professional, there’s nothing worse than amateurs who think they know it all sharing their 
wisdom.  When you look at people who have failed in real estate investing, they almost always 
either did it on their own, or with the help of unproven mentors.  I feel very sorry for these 
people, because all it would have taken for them to change their failures into successes was the 
kind of training I provide every day to my own success stories. 

And you’ll notice, I say “my” success stories, because I take my students’ successes very 
personally.  In a way, I’m the ultimate real estate investor, because I invest my skills, my 
knowledge and my resources in every one of my students.  If you really want to invest on your 
own, I can’t stop you – but I will bet that any of my students will out-invest and out gross your 
efforts, because I offer the proven support system that solves problems, answers questions, 
and prevents mistakes.   

Stick with me, and when you invest in US real estate you will definitely not be on your own. 

 

Of course, the only way you can really see these myths be proven false is to work with me and become a 

US real estate investor yourself.  I hope you do, because the rewards that can come from investing in 

yourself by investing in real estate are huge.  Remember – I’m here for you whenever you need my help, 

or when you want to get started the right way.  Just contact me at 702.834.5255 or online at 



www.WealthinUSRealEstate.com and we can prove all of these myths false together!  I want you to 

succeed, and I can make it happen.  Don’t let the myths stand in your way;  chart your own course for 

Wealth in US Real Estate today! 

http://www.wealthinusrealestate.com/

