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Here’s How to Make 
“Big” Profits from 
Government Tax 

Lien Certificates and 
Earn 16%, 18%, 24%, 

Up to 36% Interest 
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How to Buy 
Mortgage Free Real 
Estate for 10¢ on the 

Dollar Free and 
Clear –  
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Mission Statement 

 

The goal of Ted Thomas and Jones and Trevor Marketing is to improve 
the lives of our customers that are involved in the business of growing 
and investing in a portfolio that improves financial security. 

 

We strive to have a long lasting, positive impact on society. By 
improving the investor’s quality of life and profitability of their 
investment portfolios, which in turn allows those people to enjoy safe, 
long term income and enables their families to live peacefully. Our 
mission is to encourage, guide, and advise investors and entrepreneurs 
to make more profits, so as to get more time off and grow their 
portfolios to provide more financial freedom and simultaneously 
spending more time away from the job, living lives they enjoy and 
spending time with their family and friends.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ted Thomas 
America’s Tax Lien Certificate 

and Tax Deed Authority 
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DISCLAIMER 
This publication is intended to provide accurate and authoritative information with regard to the subject matter covered. It 
is offered with the understanding that neither the publisher nor the author is engaged in rendering legal, accounting or 
professional services. If legal advice or expert assistance is required, the services of a competent professional should be 
retained. 
 
Every effort has been made to provide accurate information. However, this is a dynamic field of endeavor in which new 
laws are enacted and old laws revised and/or interpreted on a continuing basis. Readers are advised to proceed with 
caution before implementing the strategies contained herein and to consult with appropriate professional advisors prior to 
committing time and financial resources, as a result of the material contained in this book or the seminar from which it was 
obtained. These materials are for instructional purposes only. 
 

All Rights Reserved 
 

©2013 Ted Thomas, Jones & Trevor Marketing. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or copied in any form, stored in 
any information retrieval  system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, except for brief reviews, without the written permission of 
Ted Thomas and Jones & Trevor Marketing. 
 
Federal Trade Commission Required Disclosure: 
I cannot guarantee results. I can tell you local governments have been conducting Tax Lien Certificate and Tax Deed auctions for decades. 
Government has proven and tested every element of this system. Disclosure requires I tell you not everyone will earn big returns like the 
examples given in this guide. 

 

Ted Thomas Jones & Trevor Marketing 
3700 N Courtenay Parkway, Suite 106 

Merritt Island, FL 32953 
 

Published in the United States of America 

Ted Thomas 
Author, Publisher 

 

Ted Thomas is a Florida based educator, publisher and author. Thomas is 
publisher and author of more than 30 books. His guidebooks on Real Estate 
have sold in four countries of the world. 
 
After watching his parents work hard their whole lives and die almost broke, 
Thomas decided it was time to dedicate himself to finding an investment 
strategy that would help senior citizens, as well as young people, avoid the 
humiliation of not having enough money.   
 
In two years of researching and traveling, Ted has visited thirty states and 
hundreds of counties.  He has inter- viewed dozens of government officers 
and venture capitalists. 
 
From that effort has emerged the most comprehensive program for low risk 
and high yield returns available in the U.S.A. These discoveries are almost 
hidden government programs that yield up to 25% interest.  Surprisingly, 
these government-sponsored programs have been almost secret for 
decades. 

http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates


 

~ 5 ~ 
Revealing Video at http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates   Ted Thomas© Copyright 2013 

 
“We make our 
reputation by 

creating wealth 
building tools for 

professionals 
and investors.” 

 
 

Ask yourself... 
 
Are you 100 percent satisfied with the wealth building strategy 
you’re using right now? Do you have enough funds in your 
retirement account right now to ensure you will live comfortably in 
your golden years? Do you have adequate savings that will cover 
any emergency costs? What about your kids? Is their college 
education paid for? 
 
If you can’t honestly answer, “Yes!” to any of these questions then 
you need the 100 percent guaranteed materials that I offer.   
 
If you’ve tried the “hit and miss” style of 
investing practiced by most brokers, 
bankers and the majority of financial 
planners… If you feel like buying and 
selling real estate is too risky…    
  
If you like a conservative approach to 
protecting your money against loss as 
well as inflation… Then, this program 
offers critical information, advice, and 
resources for you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
    

    

Ted Thomas© 

You’ll be dazzled, surprised and astonished. Expect an intense 
illustrated video presentation filled with positive experiences of 
people that walked this path before you. This investment video 

will put you miles ahead of your competition. This is a 
government administered program – safe and secure, you’ll 
invest with the government and you’ll get your return checks 
and profit from the government. Click now to watch the video. 

Just getting started? Here’s a helpful video…  

http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates
http://www.tedthomas.com/moneysecretsvideo
http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates
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Welcome! 
If you are a newcomer and you’re surfing the web looking for new 
ways to make money, welcome to the Information Source for Tax 
Lien Certificates and Tax Defaulted Real Estate. You’re about to 
discover a segment of the 
investment market that is little 
known, however, it is a highly 
effective and lucrative method to 
make money in a safe, secure 
environment.  
 
The internet is filled with GET 
RICH QUICK offerings- programs. 
Some actually work and help 
produce income, many do not 
work and are a waste of money. More than likely you’re reading 
this book, and while you’re doing so, your email box will be filling 
up with GET RICH QUICK offers, soliciting you to buy other 
programs.  

 
This book is all about the safe secure government 
controlled program (monopoly) that has been and is 
now administered and maintained by a strict 
legislative process that’s been in place for over 100 
years. The average person can become accomplished 
and participate in this process after a short learning 
period, usually 3 or 4 weeks, in other words, 
minimum training. There are pitfalls and traps to 
avoid, and I’ll point them out in this text and show 
you how you can avoid them and make money.  
 

Ted Thomas© 
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You’re embarking on an exciting journey if you choose to follow 
the steps I’ve outlined in this book. The lessons in the book will 
help you generate money for the rest of your life. To make this as 
easy as possible for you, I’ve created roadmaps, they’ll show up 
as graphics and I’ve created short narrative stories which are 
really case studies. The case studies will be good learning 
capsules that will accelerate your learning process. 
 
In the text, I’ll refer you 
to video links and you’ll 
learn by watching the 
experiences of people 
just like yourself. Let 
me reassure you it’s 
possible to go from little 
or no knowledge and 
experience, just follow 
the simple steps that I’ll 
outline and you could be 
making money in 
weeks.  

 
WARNING! 

The FTC, Federal Trade Commission, requires I tell—explain to 
you that any investment has risk and that anything I tell you or 
recommend to you, that you could lose money. If you watch 
television any evening I’m sure you’ve seen disclaimers for all the 
medicine remedies, it’s the same thing here. Life has risks; I’ll do 
my best to show you how to avoid the risks. On the other side of 

Ted Thomas© 
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the ledger, the positive side the government has been 
successfully auctioning Tax Lien Certificates and Tax Deeds for a 
century. There will be rules and procedures to follow, most are 
straightforward, the whole system was developed when people 
couldn’t read or write. Today each 
county has rules to follow and the state 
legislatures have mandated how the 
rules should be enacted. To guide and 
assist you I’ve developed state, county, 
and municipal directories which you may 
access when you need them.  
 
To explain this process and enlighten 
you I’ve kept records of my talks and 
presentations as I travel the country. 
I’ve included many separate 
presentations as short learning capsules 
and added illustrations in real life stories 
so newcomers and experienced students of Tax Lien Certificate 
and Tax Defaulted Auctions could learn quickly and easily.  
 

Not legal advice 

I’m not an attorney, so I can’t give you legal advice. I’m an 
entrepreneur who discovered this program almost two decades 
ago. I’ve been teaching people about Tax Lien Certificate and Tax 
Deed opportunities for about 20 years. I’ll try to put as much 
information as possible in 100 pages, this won’t be everything I 
know but it will be enough to give you A FAST START 
understanding of what’s available and how you can take 
advantage and profit from this 100 year old system. This 
Government system rewards private property owners with TIME, 
investors with MONEY and the government with a logical 

Research any property in the United 
States using these 873 pages which 
list the county office mailing address, 
phone number, fax number, email, 
and website address. No one else 
offers these directories!! 

873 Pages!!! 

Ted Thomas© 

Directories for Every County  
& Municipality in the USA 

http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates


 

 ~ 9 ~  
Revealing Video at http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates   Ted Thomas© Copyright 2013 

PROCESS that works.  
 
This is a text journey and I’m going to take you with me on my 
travels around this country and you’ll meet people that are just 
getting started as well as some seasoned professionals. But first… 

 
What is a Tax Lien Certificate and  

Why Would You Want to Know More? 

To give you an 
answer, I’ll tell you 
briefly how and why 
these Tax Lien 
Certificates are 
created. All states 
allow the local 
counties or the 
municipalities to 
collect property 
taxes, taxes are 
based on property 
values within the 
county or the 
municipality.  
 
The tax rates are determined by the county commissioners or 
board of supervisors locally. All property is taxed: ranches, 
commercial, single family homes, boat slips, mobile home parks, 
everything! Each property owner pays a proportionate tax based 
on the value of land and structures. 
 
 

Ted Thomas© 
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You can make substantial money helping delinquent property 
owners pay their taxes. I’ll cover more of that in a just a few 
minutes. All 3,000+ counties and over 1,400 municipalities are 
taxing entities-districts. These entities issue tax bills, they expect 
to be paid.  
 
Thousands of property owners do not pay property tax on time. 
This situation causes major problems at the county and municipal 
level of government. The state legislature created a remedy for 
local governments. In approximately half of the states the local 
county will sell at auction Tax Lien Certificates. In a moment I’ll 
show you graphically how this happens and how you can profit. 
The states that don’t sell Tax Lien Certificates auction the 
property for the back taxes, the starting bid is the back taxes. 
They’re referred to as Tax Deed states where as the former were 
referred to as Tax Lien Certificate states.  
 
This book is all about Mr. and 
Mrs. America helping their 
local government and 
helping late paying in 
default property owners 
save their property from 
the auction block. You’re 
helping the government 
by giving them cash and 
further helping the 
government from having 
properties that are 
abandoned and not on the tax rolls. Everybody wins: the 
investor, the property owner, and the government.  

Ted Thomas© 

If you’re ready to start 
making an extra $10,000 a 
month, go to and watch my 
money secrets “Truth About 
Tax Lien Certificates” video.  
Click here to watch the video  

You won’t want to miss  
this amazing video  

http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates
http://www.tedthomas.com/moneysecretsvideo
http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates
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Marilyn Martens successfully purchased 48 Tax Lien 
Certificates from her home computer in just minutes – 
She is earning 8% to 18% interest on each certificate! 

Here’s Marilyn, she buys Tax Lien Certificates online, from home 
using her computer and the internet. In a few hours she invested 
in 48 Tax Lien Certificates. She is earning 8 or 9% interest on 
some certificates, as much as 18% on others. Her checks will 
come from the government. She is making a safe, secure 
investment. 

 

Click Here   
Money Secrets Reveal Big Profits 

in Tax Lien Certificates 

Ted Thomas© 

Here’s Bob Schumacher. He purchased this lake front 
lot for only $3,700 at a Tax Defaulted Auction. The 
property owner failed to pay property taxes. Bob 

ultimately resold that lot for a sales price of $24,000. 
This is a perfect example of what happens when a 
property owner fails to pay taxes and forfeits the 

property to the Tax Lien Certificate buyer. 

http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates
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Later on in this text I’ll reveal case histories of people who 
weren’t born with a silver spoon, people who struggled to survive, 
people who studied and learned and most importantly, they took 
action and changed their lives. In almost two decades of teaching 
thousands of people, many attended live trainings; others used 
home study materials to improve their lives. You can do this and 
start with very little money.  

 
What is a Tax Deed? 

 

To explain a Tax Deed I must first review the process of how local 
government is funded. It’s all very simple. It works like this, 
property owners, all property owners must pay their 
proportionate share of tax which is money that’s used to run the 
local government. For example, a million dollar property has a tax 
as well as a $5,000 property. 
The tax rate is determined by 
the board of supervisors or the 
county commissioners. These 
are locally elected officials. The 
commissioners designate the 
collection process to the tax 
collector, the treasurer or the 
sheriff. Simply stated, all real 
property is taxed at the local 
level: county or municipality. 
Tax money is the oil that 
lubricates the wheels of 
government, the money pays for schools, road, police 
departments, fire departments, hospitals, libraries, the county 
employees and more.  

http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates
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In 2013, millions of property owners will fail to pay property 
taxes. That lack of property tax payment will cause the local 
government to have a revenue shortage— not enough money to 
meet budgeted expenses and government services will 
deteriorate without those funds. To prevent a lack of police, fire 
departments and school teaching services, the legislature enacted 
and the county enforces rules on how to handle defaulting 
property owners. 
We’re talking about 
property tax, which is 
a wealth tax, not 
income taxes.  
 
To keep it simple, if 
the property owners 
don’t pay taxes, local 
governments remedy 
#1 issue a Tax Lien 
Certificate then sell 
the Tax Certificate at 
auction. The sale gives 
the county the needed 
funds to pay for 
government services 
and it gives the 
property owner TIME 
to find, earn, borrow, 
the money to pay 
taxes. This is not new; 
it’s a 100+ year old 
system. 

 

The Tax 
Lien 

Certificate 
Process 

Ted Thomas© 
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Tax Defaulted Auction 

Remedy #2 the county or municipal may “take” that is, 
repossess, foreclose upon the delinquent property and sell the 
property at auction, starting bid, the delinquent back taxes. The 
law in all states is if the property owner fails to pay property 
taxes they forfeit the property to the county. The county is in the 
government business not the real estate business, so the county-
municipality will auction the property to the highest bidder. The 
money will be used to pay the delinquent taxes. If the county 
repossess “takes” the property in the majority of cases, the law 
allows the county to wipe 
out, that is extinguish the 
existing mortgage and 
other liens. This allows 
the county to sell at 
auction for very low 
prices, usually just the 
delinquent-defaulted 
taxes.  

 

Savvy investors 
learn how to  

take advantage of 
this government 

controlled 
system. 

 

The Tax 
Defaulted 
Auction 
Process 

Ted Thomas© 
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I’M NOT AN ATTORNEY 

This is a laymen’s interpretation of the law. I’m not an attorney, 
I’m an entrepreneur, this explanation is meant to simplify a 
hundred year old system so the average person on the street 
understands how to help the government and simultaneously 
benefit his family by making a profit.  

 

How does this help the government? 

If the delinquent property isn’t returned to the tax rolls at the 
auction, the government could ultimately bankrupt or 
alternatively the county commissioners would be required to raise 
taxes on all other properties to make up for the shortage.  
 
Research reveals that 2,500,000 property owners 
will default on taxes annually. Most ultimately 
will pay, HOWEVER, what would happen if 
the property was abandoned and there was 
no legislative process like the auction to 
return the property to active use on the 
tax rolls? Think about deteriorated inner 
city property when it’s abandoned and it’s 
ravaged by vandals and becomes a hazard. 
I’m sure you’re getting the idea.  
 
Here’s how it works: 1) The property owner defaults and doesn’t 
pay property taxes. 2) The county or municipality notices the 
property owner to pay or forfeit to the county. 3) The property 
owner fails to respond. The county announces the tax defaulted 
auction. 4) The public auction takes place; the county sells to the 
highest bidder and uses the money to pay the delinquent taxes. 

Ted Thomas© 
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5) The new owner returns the property to active use and pays the 
taxes. 6) Everyone involved, especially the public, benefits. 7) 
Savvy investors buy low and make money. THIS IS NOT A LEGAL 
GUIDE, IT’S ONE ENTREPENUER’S INTERPRETATION OF WHY 
AND HOW TAX DEFAULTED AUCTIONS TAKE PLACE.  
 

What have we learned? 

One man’s garbage is another man’s gold. There’s a more 
important view and that is, opportunity is everywhere. This one’s 
been available for decades. You can get started for $50, $500, or 
$5,000. Tax Defaulted Properties are available in every county 
and every municipality in the USA.  
 

You can improve your income in today’s market with Tax Lien 
Certificates and Tax Defaulted Auction properties (Tax Deeds). I 
don’t define my life as a real estate person. I use real estate and 
you can too to create the lifestyle most people dream about. I’m 
probably like you, and I didn’t want an ordinary life that was just 
okay. I wanted a spectacular adventurous life that was exciting 
and I enjoyed. Investments have allowed me to travel the world 
in my own prop-jet airplane and to travel out-of-the-way places 
like all the states of Mexico and 
all the countries of South 
American and visit the Arctic 
Circle. I’ve been on safaris in the 
Serengeti and the game 
preserves of South Africa. I kept 
a home on Lake Lucerne in Switzerland for a number of years; all 
because I had investments that allowed me to live the life I 
wanted. Investments could do the same for you, if you’d like to 
profit with very low risk from a down economy and a crashing 

Ted Thomas© 

Click Here   
Money Secrets Reveal Big 

Profits in Tax Lien Certificates 

Your friends will love this FREE video  

http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates
http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates
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real estate market, in an upside down credit world that’s brought 
America to its knees. In this text you can learn about properties 
that the government would like to sell for only pennies and 
they’re all across America.   

If you’ve read this far, I want to recommend you watch the video 
links that I’ve offered, I’ll help you make the next step. The best 
way to learn is from someone that’s doing what you want to do. I 
could send you a trained coach to your hometown and have that 
person spend days with you walking through the step by step 
process. Alternatively, you could enroll in my IBGS (Intensive 
Business Growth System) which is a 24 lesson, online video 
learning system that requires 6 weeks and is combined with two 
hour sessions each week on a webinar with a seasoned 
professional. This is accelerated learning, start to stop, 42 days–6 
weeks.  

I have other inexpensive learning systems 
offline: CD’s and DVD’s, manuals, 
guidebooks, even a library. Many students 
finish their home study materials and they 
attend live auctions with me. Others attend 
auction classes; the point is, we have a lot 
to offer. There’s no substitute for “live 
training” in an intense, hands on, 
environment. At that event we can share 
with you information and systems from 
other students who have succeeded and 
made deals before you.  There’s no 
substitute for “live training”, this is the 
way to take charge of your financial 
future; it’s an investment in yourself.  

Ted Thomas©

Click Here   
Money Secrets Reveal 

Big Profits in  
Tax Lien Certificates 

http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates
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Broken dreams, painful…The stock market 

The market has been painful for many investors and devastating 
to portfolios. Computer trading and institutional investors have 
the advantage of computer algorithms and professional advisors 
that the man in the street will never have access to. At the time 
you read this message the market may be a BULL run up, for 
many that’s exciting but when the BEAR CLAWS the market back 
to reality, all the gains disappear.  

Sure the brokers and 
insiders and the 
speculators seem to do 
okay, even the news media 
does well, but what about 
the average Joe who wants 
more security and a little 
predictability and a 
measureable investment? 
The excitement and run up 
of the bull markets usually 
end up with despair, 
frustration and 
disappointment. 

How does one feel when you’re trying to explain to a loved one 
how your retirement money has disappeared; or 5 or 6 years of 
savings for your vacations have all been cancelled, there will be 
no upgraded car and you’re not going to put in a new kitchen, 
what a pain! It gets ugly! 

Ted Thomas© 
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And how about the old standby  
your single family home “the piggy bank” 

that always goes up in price. 

At this writing, home values are still declining and many markets 
have 50% and 60% declines in value over the past few years. 
According to the FHA millions of homeowners across the United 
States have mortgages in excess of their properties value. 
Depending upon who you’re listening to, the situation will be a 
decade before we see a recovery. Bankers foreclose on homes 
they don’t know what to do with. After all, who would buy them? 
They are only valued at 45-50% of their 2008 prices. It’s cheaper 
to rent, who wants to invest in depreciating assets?  

The consumers frustration 

When you take into account that it will take decades to recoup 
those losses, it may be more realistic to assume the money is 
gone forever and it’s time to develop a new strategy and put a 
new program in place. The pain and healing of a crashing, 
overinflated market can be mitigated but it’s going to take a new 
perspective and different strategies.  

Let’s look at a different strategy. 
Entrepreneurs love Tax Defaulted 
Auctions because, nationwide, 
thousands of properties are sold at 
rock bottom prices, meaning 5 and 10 
cents on the dollar. Investors on the 
other hand who have patience like to 
invest in Tax Lien Certificates the 
returns are guaranteed and come 
from the government. Ultimately, the 
investor gets paid with checks directly from the government. 

Ted Thomas© 
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Readers of this text will find their email box filled with offers of 
GET RICH QUICK programs daily. The question is, what has your 
life taught you about GET RICH QUICK programs? The stories of 
success you’ll find in this text are real, the people are real. This 
will take work; however, the program works and has worked for 
over 100 years. Timid investors can practice on paper until they 
feel confident enough to take actions. Over 100 years of 
government administration and management has proven this 
works for the local government and for people who want to earn 
respectable, certain, and secure pay days.  

Common Sense is Not So Common 

The perception for most people is if they use common sense in 
their business they will be successful. Here’s a viewpoint that I’ve 

formulated over the past 40 years 
and the government’s SBA office, 
Small Business Administration 
regularly release in depth 
information that expands on the 
subject. To paraphrase the SBA, 
80% of all startup businesses fail 
in the first 5 years and an 
additional 80% of those left 
standing in the first five years, 
they fail before they reach their 
10th anniversary. The point is, 
most fail; that’s a 96% failure 
rate, it’s not so common to 
succeed, 96% fail. Do you want a business or 

the money the business 
produces? 

Ted Thomas© 
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Investors 

Ask yourself, do you want a business? The facts are, going in you 
have a 96% chance of failing according to statistics; I’m not a 
preacher of doom, I’m just giving you information that the SBA 
publishes in their factual reports. You see, common sense isn’t 
going to be enough for you to survive in business. It’s going to 
take training, marketing skills, sales ability, administration, 
investment savvy and you’ll need to learn a little about 
accounting and legal structures, that’s just a short list of the skills 
you’ll need to be in business.  

To go for the big bucks and earn millionaire status is everyone’s 
goal when they’re young, life has a way of teaching lessons, 
some good, and some painful. At this point, do you want to be in 
business, if your answer is yes; I admire you.  

If you don’t want the day to day routine of business and all the 
associated challenges you can still earn generous returns from 
government Tax Lien Certificates, which are a passive 
investment. Tax Lien Certificates are available at auctions, and 
after a short wait 
(usually less than two 
years) you have a 97% 
chance that you’ll get 
paid all of your 
investment back plus a 
generous interest rate of 
16%, 18%, up to 36%. 
That’s about as good as 
it gets in a very low risk 
environment.  
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Let’s do a quick comparison. With Tax Lien Certificates you have 
a 97% assurance of making money and receiving a guaranteed 
government check, compare that with only a 4% chance of 

survival in a small business 
plus in a small business you’ll 
probably work 40-60 hours a 
week just so you can get paid. 
Tax Lien Certificates you are 
required to work only a few 
hours a year.  

There’s a message here. Most 
entrepreneurs go for the gold. 
My experience reveals this 
creates a high failure rate. 

Investors, on the other hand, are looking for predictability, 
security, measurable earnings. It’s up to you, what’s your choice?

So my training has always focused on making people successful.  
So my purpose really is to give you guidance and direction and a 
helping hand and show you some safe, secure investments.  Now, 
in my live seminars, which are really unusual because at the 
seminar you'll meet and you'll actually work with people who do 
what we teach.  In other words, our teachers purchase and re-sell 
in this market.  I call them visiting professors, and just like when 
I was at the Harvard Business School, we teach you how to do 
this with real case histories.  Now, I've got to tell you, it's not 
always pretty, but it's the best way to learn how to do this and 
make your dreams come true.  So that's just a little bit about me. 

What we want to discuss in this text is making you successful, 
simple steps for getting properties for 10 cents on the dollar.  

Or You Get the Property! 
Ted Thomas© 
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This is not a complete course.  We've got to make sure that you 
know as much as you need to know to make a good, solid 
decision.  Is this something you want to do in your future?  And I 
want to be the person to teach you how to do it if you make a 
decision to move forward.   

Why should you listen to me?

Some people ask, “Who's Ted Thomas?" 
After serving in the military my first real 
job was as an airline pilot for Aloha Airlines 
in Honolulu, Hawaii. That was my first career, but 
when I found out how lucrative it was to be in 
business, well, I made a dramatic change.   

I said, "I've got to get in business and go out and start making 
some real money."  So what I did is I went to California and I 

actually started a real estate business 
and we bought thousands of 
apartment units, small office buildings 
of California, Arizona, and Nevada, and 
that business grew and grew until 
1986.  And, the markets crashed just 
like they did in 2008 and 2009, and 
the whole market crashed values 
dropped and lost 30 and 40%.  

Boy, I made a decision right then and there:  No more 
speculating for me.  I didn't want to be in that topsy turvy 
market. I got in the Tax Lien Certificate and Tax Deed business 
after that. 
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Now, for those of you that don't know it, I'm 
actually a bestselling author.  My real estate 
foreclosure book has stayed in the 
bookstores for 12 years now.  I took them 
off the bookshelves because foreclosure 
doesn't work well, in this market. That’s me 
getting a bestselling author award in Times 
Square at the Hard Rock Café.  I'm just 
winning that award, as you saw me holding 
there.   

Folks, as I say, I've written a dozen books, but you know I've 
done a lot of different work with different people.  I've been on 
the platform with people like Donald Trump and Robert Kiyosaki, 
Suzi Orman and Tony Robbins.  You know, when you do things 
like that, pretty quick the newspapers and the press starts finding 
out that you're out there, too, so 
they love people that talk about 
making money and controversial 
things.  So sure enough, I've been 
interviewed on CNN, CNBC, 
hundreds of radio stations and 
television stations across America, 
but you know what I really love to do 
is I love to teach people how to do 
this.  And I've been involved in it for 
a number of years, and it's a 
business that is a great one because 
we can teach people how to do safe, secure investments.   

The next 70 pages comes directly from various live presentations 
I’ve given to investment groups that wanted to know more about 
Tax Lien Certificates and Tax Deeds from the Authority –    
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Why Should You Invest in 
Tax Lien Certificates?  

The answer is… 

The investment I'm going to talk about 
will always go up.  So hang in there with 
me because I know you're going to be 
suspect when I say something like that.  
But this investment always goes up, 
and here's why. Lesson #1.  You’ll want 
to write this one down, you invest with 
the government, and you're going to 
get a check back from the government. 
You'll get a profit check directly from the government. 

We're going to talk about government Tax Lien Certificates.  
Certificates are available in every state, every county, and every 
municipality across this great country.  The rates of return are 

absolutely phenomenal, but before 
we get to the rates of return, I 
want you to know this is the 
safest, it's the most lucrative 
investment in America. 

Why?  Because we're going to 
invest, and we'll our money back 
plus a profit from the government. 
That's going to make it very 
predictable, certain, and secure.  
So you're going to fall in love with 

this investment.  We need to get into the rates of return that 
you're going to review, but first I want you to think about this. 

Ted Thomas© 
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Money Secrets Reveal Big 

Profits in Tax Lien Certificates

Newcomers, 
Don’t Miss  

Amazing Video 
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Invest with the Government 
Get Checks Back From the 
Government PLUS Profit 

When you get involved in one of these 
investments, you're going to lock in your 
interest rate.  It's not going to be like the 
banks or the stock market where the 
market goes up and down. This is going 
to be a locked-in interest rate.  It could 
be as low as 16%. Could be all the way 
up to 36%. And the check is going to 

come from the government.  So that was lesson #1:  that you 
invest with the government and you get your money back plus a 
profit from the government.  

When you buy a Tax Lien Certificate, what is it? It's just a piece 
of paper.  It's like that 8-1/2 x 11 piece of paper that comes out 
of your printer next to your desk.  It's just a piece of paper that 
the government issues when a property owner doesn't pay their 
tax.  I can tell you, millions of people won't pay their tax this 
year.  It doesn't matter whether they're in Colorado or Michigan 
or Boston or Philadelphia.  Wherever they might be in this great 
country, people aren't paying their 
property taxes because they’re 
going through a tough time. Now, 
this happens in good times and in 
bad. People don't pay their taxes.  
So the government will issue a 
certificate, and you can actually buy 
those certificates, I'll teach you how 
to do that as we go along, but the 
important thing for you to 
understand is when you buy that 
certificate, you now own the priority 
lien on that piece of real estate. 

Ted Thomas©
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People that are in real estate are 
going to say, "Wait a minute, 
Ted!  The first lien—the priority 
lien—is always going to be that 
first mortgage or deed of trust, 
depending on your state."  Well, 
I'm here to tell you that if you 
checked the title of report, the 
first thing that will always be 
listed will be the taxes, you just 
bought the taxes, you now have 
a priority over the mortgage and 
you have a priority over any deed of trust.  I'll come back and 
talk about that a little bit more, but just know that you have a 
nice safe, secure certificate, give me a moment. I’ll give you all 
the details. 

The brilliance of this business is, the tax collector does all the 
work, you didn't get in first lien position because you did 
anything, all you did is buy the certificate, and the tax collector 
automatically puts you in first lien position.  You don't have to do 
anything.  Folks, it's the law of the land.  Anybody that buys a tax 

certificate now owns the first lien 
position on real estate.  So this 
is a powerful investment.   

I know you probably didn't hear 
about it from your banker or you 
probably didn't hear about it 
from you broker, but I'm going 
to tell you all about it and all the 
things that you need to know to 
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profit and then I'll show you how to take advantage of the whole 
process. 

OK, so you now own the first position lien on the real estate.  So 
I don't know what state you're going to buy in, and I won't cover 
all the states, but I want to give you some representative ideas of 
what happens when you buy a certificate and what rates of return 
you can expect.  I'm going to start out with the state of Arizona.  
If you bought a certificate today in Arizona— 

The property owner doesn’t pay their delinquent taxes for 1 year. 
In other words, you bought the certificate today and the 
certificate stayed outstanding for a year.  The property owner 
didn't pay their tax.  The 
owner would owe you at 
the end of the year 
everything that you 
invested plus 16%.  Now, 
compare that with the 
Bank of America or Wells 
Fargo, whatever bank you 
might use.  Banks are 
currently paying 1 or 2% 
interest.  You'd be making 
16% interest.  So that’s a 
pretty solid investment.   

Let's take a look at some other states.  Let's go to Illinois.  Now, 
in Illinois, if you bought a certificate today, if it stayed 
outstanding for 6 months—the property owner owes the 
certificate holder 18% in just 6 months.  Now there's a nice rate 
of return!  Eighteen percent!  But what if they didn't pay you on 
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the 6th month and it went into the 7th, 8th, 9th, and out to the 
12th?  Well, in the next 6 months, you would earn another 18%! 
So now add it up.  It's 36% interest rate in the state of Illinois 
annually.   

I'm going to go through 4 or 5 of these states to give you the 
idea.  We won't do all of them, but you'll certainly get a good 
flavor for it.   

My favorite state is Georgia.  The reason I like Georgia is, first of 
all, I live in Florida.  So I come off the little island that I live on.  I 
go over onto the interstate, and then I head north into Georgia.  
In Georgia, if I buy a certificate today and it stays outstanding 
(unpaid) until this day next year, well that property owner owes 
me, the certificate holder whatever was paid for that certificate—
plus 20%.  But now let's give this a little thought.  In Georgia, 

and in all states the government will 
allow that is, let you come in and pay 
your taxes any day.  So those people 
that come in and pay their taxes after 
30 days, they still have to pay me on 
that certificate I purchased.  They 
have to pay me everything I invested 
plus 20%.  The certificate holder, me, 
could make 20% in that 30 days.  

Well, folks, I'm here to tell you they have these auctions every 
single month in Georgia, so if you get paid off today, you can 
immediately buy another one of those certificates at the next 
auction, we'll talk a little bit more about that later on in this text. 
This is a real powerful investment strategy. Imagine yourself 
buying a certificate, getting paid, buying another certificate and 
getting paid…again. 
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Alright, now let's talk about Iowa, in the middle part of the 
country, ordinary people raise their hand, buy a certificate, then 
take the certificate home, some people put them in a safe deposit 
box.  In Iowa, if you bought the certificate today, if the certificate 
stayed outstanding (unpaid) until this time next year, well then 
you would earn 24% on that certificate.  However, if you bought 
the certificate today and they paid it off next month, you would 
earn 2% for this month and for every subsequent month that you 
owned it.  So you earn 24% in Iowa, that's a really powerful rate 
of return! 

Let’s do one more.  And let's go to Texas.  Now in Texas, you 
raise your hand at the auction, you buy the certificate, and you 
take that certificate home.  You just hold it.  In Texas, what 
happens with that certificate is it only can stay outstanding 
(unpaid) for 180 days.  And during that 180 days, you earn a 
25% return.  So any day that they come in and pay the property 
taxes in Texas, you get back all of your money.  Let me say that 
again:  You get back all of your money plus 25%.  IT’S THE LAW! 
Now, if on the 181st day they haven't 
paid you, then you're going to end up 
with a deed absolute,  that means 
you're going to own the property.  So 
for the first 180 days, they owe you 
25%.  If they don't pay you, you're 
going to get the property, either way 
you are a winner, 25% return or you 
get the property.  

Now, in all cases, if the property owner doesn't pay you, you'll 
get the property.   

Ted Thomas©
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Review 

Rule #1:  We're going 
to invest with the 
government; we'll 
get a check back 

from the 
government.   

Rule #2:  If the 
property owner 

doesn’t pay you, you 
get the property.  

Those are the only 2 
rules you must 

remember about Tax 
Lien Certificates and 

Tax Deeds 

The Tax 
Lien 

Certificate 
Process 

The Tax 
Defaulted 
Auction 
Process 
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Most Asked Questions 
and Vital Answers 

Question: Is it better to buy improved property or vacant 
land? 
Improved property has the advantage of quick re-sale in many 
cases. Addition- ally, improved property will often have mortgage 
liens.  Mortgage holders rarely let properties go to tax sale.  
Properties with mortgage liens almost always assure you of re-
payment of your investment. 

Question: I want to get a  
property for sure, not just a tax 
lien certificate. 
That’s possible—but highly unlikely. 
Specialists find that certificate holders get the 
property in only 1% to 5% of all tax lien sales. 
We will cover this process in a later chapter in 
this book. 

Question: Is the process of purchasing 
Tax Lien Certificates the same in all 
states and counties? 
No, each state and county uses its own 
rules. The state legislatures write the 
statutes.  However, they are subject 
to local (county and municipal) 
interpretation. Tax lien buyers 
should research each county before 
purchasing their tax lien certificate, 
and should become aware of the 
local rules. 

No Tax Lien Certificate 
investors lost money in the 

crashing market – They 
earned 16%, 18%, 24%, 

up to 36% R.O.I. 

In the Recent Market Crash 
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Question: What happens if the property owner does not 
pay next year’s taxes when they are due? 
You, the previous year’s certificate holder, can buy the 
subsequent year if the property owner does not. This is like 
buying another safe high yielding C.D. 
 
Question: What if I don’t want to buy more than a one-
year certificate? 
You aren’t required to pay more than one year’s taxes.  However, 
it would probably be wise to note when the next payment is due 
and pay those taxes also. You’ll get your money back when the 
certificate is redeemed, plus an exceptional rate of return.  If you 
can’t pay the subsequent tax lien, the county will issue a new 
certificate that they will sell at auction. 
 
Question: Is there any way to forecast when a certificate 
will be paid (redeemed)? 
No! That’s why you should buy more than one lien certificate. 
Different certificates will pay off at 
different times. 
 
Question: Can I buy before the 
auction-sale? 
In some counties, leftover or 
unbid certificates will be available 
before the auction-sale. 
 
Question: Can I lose money 
buying tax lien certificates? 
It’s possible to lose money in any 
investment anywhere and 
anytime. All investments have 
some risk, even certificates of 
deposit.  However, as a rule, tax 
lien certificates are considered very 
safe investments.  

The “Bear” Market crushed the 
real estate and the stock market 

and left them in shambles 

Tax Lien Certificate investors 
earned safe, secure, measurable 

and accountable returns of  
16%, 18%, 24% up to 36%  

Rates Fixed By Law  
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Tax Lien Certificate States and Rates 

Alabama 12% 
Arizona  16% 
Colorado  9% (Fed Funds Rate) 
Florida 18% 
Illinois 24% & 36% 
Iowa 24% 
Indiana Up to 25% 
Kentucky 12% 
Louisiana 17% 
Maryland 6% to 24% 
Massachusetts 16% 
Mississippi 18% 
Montana 10% 
Nebraska 14% 
New Jersey 18% 
New York 14% 
Ohio  18%  (Institutional Investors Only – Sold in Bulk)

South Carolina 8% to 12% 
Vermont 12% 
Washington DC 18% 
West Virginia 12% 
Wyoming 18% 

Ted Thomas© 

Start immediately, earn 16%, 18%, 
24%, 36% on safe, secure, 

accountable and measurable Tax Lien 
Certificates. The rates are fixed by 
law. Click Here Now to watch video.  

Just getting started? 
Here’s a helpful video… 
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Tax Deed States 
Alaska 
Arkansas 
California 
Connecticut (Penalty State) 
Delaware (Penalty State) 
Georgia (Penalty State) 
Hawaii (Penalty State) 
Idaho 
Kansas 
Maine 
Michigan 
Missouri 
Nevada (Hybrid State) 
New Hampshire 
New Mexico 
New York (Hybrid State) 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio- Deeds open to public 
Oklahoma  
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island (Penalty State) 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas (Penalty State) 
Utah 
Virginia 
Washington 
Wisconsin  
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Keep in mind each state has 
its own rules for the Tax 

Defaulted Auction 

Easy to watch, fast paced video 
reveals money secrets perfect for 

those just getting started. Discover 
facts that could make you rich. 
Click here to watch the video.

There’s No Better Time  
Than Now To Watch This 

Incredible Video  

http://www.tedthomas.com/moneysecretsvideo
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Message from the Publisher 

If you read the book your head is filled with new ideas, opinions and facts 
that will make you a lot richer in the near future. If you haven’t read the 
book, before you do - start with the… 

Money Secrets Video 

This instructional video is easy to watch, it’s entertaining and filled with good 
information that’s worth your time.  
Just go to:  http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates The 
brilliance of this process is revealed on the video and you’ll learn how you 
can start immediately earning Government checks of 16%, 18%, up to 36% 
interest. It’s all measurable and accountable. 

On the video - - you’ll see 
When you invest in Tax Lien Certificates if you don’t get paid, you get the 
property – with NO mortgage. That sounds unbelievable doesn’t it?? It’s the 
law in every state and county. My point is you have a 97% assurance that 
you’ll get paid and make a profit. 

This book and video combination will give you a competitive advantage. The 
law is: you get paid all your money back plus a profit or you get the 
property. 

There’s enough for everybody.  It’s been forecast that this year over 
3,000,000 (that’s million) properties are scheduled for Tax Defaulted 
Auctions. You can start with $100 and grow as big as you want… Maybe a 
small fortune!! The video at  
http://www.tedthomas.com/truth-about-tax-lien-certificates 
explains the details.  

On the video you’ll meet John Smith, he made over 100% profit on his first 
deal in 27 days. 

Bill Beddoes in Detroit made 3 deals, got them sold and made $17,000. 

Click Here 
Money Secrets Reveal Big Profits in 

Tax Lien Certificates 
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